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“Fanning the flame of our charism in the Americas” 

2nd local chapter Pan American Meeting 
And let us return all goods to the Lord, the highest God ... RnB 17, 17 

 
1st moment: initial prayer 

 
Motivation: Today we want to remember together the history of our circumscription, to 
understand from our faith how God was acting, to praise and bless and even forgive him. But 
more than anything else we want to recall that in the crucial moments of our history God was 
present. He does not abandon us. We look to the past to help us grow in hope for the future, 
and make the decisions that He inspires in us. An image might be an athlete who high-jumps. He 
goes backwards (past) to gain strength, so that when he reaches the platform (present) he has 
the necessary momentum to jump upward and forward (future).  
 
As we begin our house chapter, let us pray together: 

 
Almighty, most holy, most high and supreme God, highest good, all good, wholly good, who 
alone are good. To you we render all praise, all glory, all thanks, all honor, all blessing, and 
we shall always refer all good to you. Amen. (AlHOr 11) 
 

Invocations 

 May God our Father give us the grace to understand that He all history is in his hands 
and to see the past of our circumscription with the eyes of faith, so that we can perceive our 
past as a chapter Salvation History written by the brothers who preceded us in the challenges 
they faced. 

 May our Lord Jesus Christ help us to see the hidden mystery of the crosses our brothers 
faced in the past, to realize that they were opportunities for resurrection and transformation, 
and to recognize and repent of mistakes we want to avoid in the present. 

 May the Holy Spirit, in the light of our past, make us also understand that the difficulties 
of the present moment are authentic opportunities to discern what new paths we should take 
and give us the courage to launch ourselves toward the future with trust in God. 

 
2nd moment: Reflection and fraternal dialogue 
 

Brothers, thank you for dedicating your precious time to this preparatory work for the 
first Pan American Capuchin Meeting in October 2020. The first local chapter focused on our 
desires, hopes and dreams of living the Capuchin charism in the 21st century, at the personal, 
institutional and collaborative levels. In this chapter we will remember and celebrate our history 
and its blessings, to hear again the call of God to live the Capuchin life in our times in the Church 
and the world. 

In the Year of Consecrated Life, 2014, Pope Francis invited us to "Awaken the World" with 
a more vibrant testimony of evangelical life. Since then, the Holy Father has repeatedly 
reminded consecrated people (and indeed all the baptized) that our mission is to go to the 
peripheries of the Church and the world, there to proclaim and live the presence of the Risen 
Lord. 
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Francis of Assisi sent his brothers to mission for the first time in 1209, as recalled in the 
first Rule: 

 
When the brothers travel through the world, let them carry nothing along the way, neither bag, 
nor purse, nor bread, nor money, nor a staff. And whatsoever house they shall enter, let them 
first say, “Peace be to this house,” and remaining in the same house, let them eat and drink what 
things they have. Let them not resist evil, but if anyone should strike them on the cheek, let them 
turn to him the other (RNB 14). 

 
He invited the brothers to recognize the action of God through our good works, saying: 

 
And let us refer all good to the Lord God most High and Supreme; let us acknowledge that all 
good belongs to Him, and let us give thanks for all to Him from whom all good proceeds. And may 
He, the most High and Supreme, only True God, have, and may there be rendered to Him and 
may He receive, all honors and reverences, all praises and benedictions, all thanks and all glory, to 
whom all good belongs, who alone is good (RNB 17, 17-18). 

 
Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Letter to all consecrated persons (11/21/2014), reflects on 

an important issue for this local chapter: 
 
Paying attention to history itself is essential to keep the identity alive and strengthen the 

unity of the family and the sense of belonging of its members. It is not about making archeology 
or cultivating useless nostalgia, but about traveling the path of past generations to rediscover on 
the way the inspiring spark, the ideals, the projects, the values that have driven them, starting 
from the founders and founders and from The first communities. It is also a way of becoming 
aware of how the charism has been lived through the ages, the creativity it has displayed, the 
difficulties it has faced and how they were overcome. Incoherence may be discovered, the result 
of human weakness, and sometimes even forgetting some essential aspects of the charism. 
Everything is instructive and at the same time becomes a call to conversion. Going through 
history itself is praising God and thanking him for all his gifts. 

 
 

Illuminated by these texts, we seek, in fraternal dialogue, to make our own responses: 
 

A. REVIEW the providential history of your circumscription and why you came to this  
continent and to this particular geographical place: 
-Was this missionary initiative inspired by individual brothers or by the entire 
circumscription? 
-Was it a response to an ecclesial invitation, or some urgent need?  
-Was it because of some adversity - religious or political or social - that required the 
brothers to look for a new country and place to live and work? 

 
B. REMEMBER important moments of transformation in the circumscription, because  
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of events, tragedies, persecutions, migrations or other things, that led the brothers to 
give a new response and a new characteristic to their presence. 
-In what ways did your circumscription grow because of these new situations: 
spiritually, apostolic, in numbers and in the Capuchin life? Be specific in naming this 
growth and these blessings. 
-What are the experiences, learnings and thanks that your jurisdiction has received 
from these new situations (for example, living and working with the local Church, with 
religious and lay people, with brothers from other provinces and conferences)? 

 
C. PRAY: After remembering and reflecting on our providential history, in what ways do I 

feel impelled towards a new future of our presence and mission in the Americas? In 
other words, what does the Holy Spirit tell me? 
 
(After a pause for prayer, the brothers share their responses to the above questions, 
listening carefully and prayerfully to one another.  The responses are gathered and 
prepared to send to the Pan-American Meeting commission.) 

 
Please send responses to the panamericaofmcap.org website 
 

3rd moment: final prayer 
 
Motivation: Looking at our history with the eyes of faith, we are certain that God walks with us. 
Although the current situation presents us with great challenges and requires us to make 
courageous decisions, we know that God has a plan for the Capuchins in the Americas and 
wants to reveal it through fraternal dialogue, so that together, encouraged by his Holy Spirit 
that raised our charism and guided it until today, we can continue to be a strong and significant 
presence in this new world. Let us ask that the Lord sustain us on this path and enlighten us. Let 
us pray together the Prayer of the Pan American Capuchin Meeting: 

 
Most High, Omnipotent, and Good Lord, 
we praise you for the beautiful presence of the Capuchins in the Americas: 
a past of great dreams, 
a present of many sacrifices 
and a future full of hope! 
Yes, Most High, to You alone be the praise and all glory! 
 
Most High, Omnipotent, and Good Lord, 
grant us to flan the flame of our charism in the Americas, 
faithful to the Spirit of our beginnings, 
open to the changes of our time, 
attentive to the needs and the cries of the hearts 
that beat on this immense continent, 
recasting our form of evangelical life, 
reinventing our structures, 
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and strengthening our presence, 
that the charism you have given us 
may be always more visible and relevant. 
 
Through the hands of Our Lady of Guadalupe,  
patroness of the Americas, 
bless the Pan American Meeting of the Capuchins. 
Enlighten us with the tenderness of Francisco and the vigor of Clare. 
Strengthen us through the testimony of so many Capuchins 
who have given their lives in this land, 
that we too may follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son. 
Amen! 

 


