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Fraternal Prayer for the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Patroness of the Americas and the  
Pan-American Capuchin Meeting 
December 12, 2020 

 
 

Introduction: One or several brothers prepare a setting for this celebration, creatively, with an image of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, if possible a map of the Americas, and some logo or reference to the 
PANAMERICAN Meeting of Capuchins.  A paschal candle or other larger candle should be used, with 
smaller candles for each participant that will be placed in front of the Blessed Virgin within the 
celebration.  Each fraternity should choose an hour during the day of December 12 that is the most 
convenient for all. Lectors need to be chosen beforehand for the service. 
 
Opening Reflection (Reader I):  Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary is a constant practice within the 
Order.  She is for us a font of inspiration who sometimes stretches us, sometimes pushes us, above all 
walks by our side, constantly inviting us to “do what Jesus asks of us” (John 2:5).  She is also our 
protector, continually interceding for us as Queen and Mother, who cares for us at every moment.  For 
these reasons on this special day, we wish to place ourselves once again under her loving protection.  
Let us begin our celebration by lighting our candle and sing: 
 
(A Marian Antiphon or song with words and music that all can sing) 
 
Guardian:  We all know that Saint Francis had a profound devotion to the Blessed Virgin.  Therefore, we 
wish to use his words to greet and honor the great Mother of God: 
 
ALL:  Holy Virgin Mary, among the women born into the world, there is none like you.  Daughter and 
servant of the most high and supreme King and of the Father in heaven, Mother of our most holy Lord 
Jesus Christ, Spouse of the Holy Spirit, pray for us with Saint Michael the Archangel, all the powers of 
heaven and al the saints, at the side of your most holy beloved Son, our Lord and Teacher. (Marian 
Antiphon in the Office of the Passion.) 

 
(Reader II):  The Virgin Mary, Mother of God, Our Lady of Guadalupe, known as “La Virgencita Morena” 
and many other titles, today has a word to say to all of us Capuchins of the Americas.  In her earthly life 
she was she was always attentive to the will of God with simplicity, poverty and eagerness.  She did not 
hesitate to go quickly to the mountains to help her cousin Elizabeth, to immigrate to Egypt to protect 
her Son, to ask him for more wine when it ran out, to remain at the foot of the cross, and then to join 
the apostles in prayer.  Now, from her place in heaven, she does not cease to help us.  Her presence in 
the Americas has been constant: Guadalupe, Aparecida, Luján and many other appearances in the 
territories of our circumscriptions.  Her companionship among indigenous people, migrants and slaves 
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makes it clear that she is always a mother who does not abandon us but comes to encounter us, 
embrace our culture, promote solidarity, reconcile and invite all to a following of Christ.  Because of 
such a history we believe that she has a word to speak to us as we prepare the first Pam-American 
meeting.  Let us listen to her. 
 
(Reader III) From the Gospel of St. Luke:  During those days Mary set out and travelled to the hill 
country in haste to a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth.  
When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of your womb.  And how does this happen to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at 
the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, he infant in my womb leaped for joy.  Blessed 
are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  And Mary said: 
 
(Here all sing or recite together a known version of the Magnificat.) 
 
(Reader IV) From the Narration of the Appearance of Our Lady of Guadalupe (Third and Fourth Apparitions) 
On Tuesday, while it was still night, Juan Diego left his house…he turned toward the hill, climbed up across it where 
there is a pass, and emerged on the eastern side, so that he could go quickly to Mexico, but so that the Queen of 
Heaven would not detain him… She came to meet him beside the hill, she came to block his way, she said to him: 
“Listen,  put it into your heart, my youngest-and-dearest son, that the thing that frightened you, the thing that 
afflicted you is nothing.  Do not let it disturb you.  Do not fear this sickness or any other sickness, or any sharp and 
hurtful thing.  Am I not here, I, who am your mother?  Are you not under my shadow and protection?  Am I not the 
source of your joy?  Are you not in the hollow of my mantle, in the crossing of my arms?  Do you need anything 
more?  Let nothing worry you, nothing disturb you.  Do not let your uncle’s illness pressure you with grief, because 
he will not die of it now.  You may be certain that he is already well!”  She said to him: Go up, my dearest son, to 
the top of the hill, to where you saw me and I told you what to do. There you will see that there are different kinds 
of flowers.  Cut them, gather them, put them all together, then come down here; bring them here, into my 
presence.”  Juan Diego climbed to the top of the hill right away.  And when he reached the top, he was astonished 
by all of them, blooming, open, flowers of every kind, lovely and beautiful, when it was not their season, because 
that was really the season in which the frost was very harsh. Then he began to cut them, he gathered them all, he 
put them in the hollow of his tilma…..he came to bring the Heavenly Maiden the different kinds of flowers which 
he had gone up to cut. 
 
(A short silence) 
 
Guardian:  Dear Brothers, we have heard these narratives. There are several questions they pose for us are: What 
is the Virgin Mary saying to us Capuchins in this very moment?  Having heard her message, what do we want to ask 
of her?  
I now invite each brother to share your responses to these questions, and I hope that everyone will do so.  Please 
take a candle and light it from the Paschal Candle, then share first what you think the Virgin Mary might be asking 
of us, and secondly please offer to Mary a prayer asking her to help us to put into practice  what she desires for us.  
After your prayer, place your candle in the [place prepared] while we all recite a Hail Mary. 
 
(After the last sharing and prayer, all may sing or recite a Marian Song or Antiphon.) 
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Guardian: Let us now conclude our celebration with the Lord’s Prayer, after which we will pray together the 
PANAMERICAN MEETING PRAYER. 
 
Our Father... 
 

 
Most High, Omnipotent, and Good Lord, 
we praise you for the beautiful presence of the Capuchins in the Americas: 
a past of great dreams, a present of many sacrifices and a future full of hope! 
Yes, Most High, to You alone be the praise and all glory! 
 
Most High, Omnipotent, and Good Lord, 
grant us to fan the flame of our charism in the Americas, 
faithful to the Spirit of our beginnings, open to the changes of our times, 
attentive to the needs and the cries of the hearts that beat on these immense continents, 
recasting our form of evangelical life, reinventing our structures, and strengthening our    
presence, that the charism you have given us may be always more visible and relevant. 
 
Through the hands of Our Lady of Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas, 
bless the Pan American Meeting of the Capuchins. 
Enlighten us with the tenderness of Francisco and the vigor of Clare. 
Strengthen us through the testimony of so many Capuchins who have given their lives in this 
land, that we too may follow in the footsteps of your beloved Son. 
 
Amen! 

 
  

 (The Guardian may conclude with a final blessing and another Marian song) 
 
(PLEASE TAKE A PICTURE OF THE CELEBRATION, OR A GROUP PICTURE AFTERWARDS, TO SHARE WITH THE 
PANAMERICAN MEETING COMMISSION.) 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

  
  
  
 


